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Groundwater Resources 

Management in California  

ï 

A new vision of sustainability  

ά¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƛƴΩǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜέ  

    Yogi Berra 

 



Sustainable Groundwate r 

Management Act   

ÅSigned into law by Governor Brown on 

September 16, 2014 and became effective 

January 1, 2015. 

 

ÅGives Groundwater Sustainability Agencies 

(GSAs) local authority to develop and adopt 

Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) 

intended to manage the groundwater to maintain 

the ñSafe Yieldò of the basin. 
 



Sustainable Groundwater 

Management Act  

ÅAgencies electing to become GSAs  are given broad powers 

and authority regarding groundwater management, including: 

ï50 Year Planning Horizon and 20 Year Implementation Period 

ÅFive year reviews/updates 

ïInvestigate and determine the sustainable yield of a 

groundwater basin 

ïCollect pertinent groundwater monitoring information 

ïLimit groundwater extractions 

ïImpose fees for groundwater management 

ïEnforcement of the terms of a Groundwater Sustainability 

Plan 
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Sustainable Groundwater 

Management  

 

Åά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
the management and use of groundwater in a 
manner that can be maintained during the 
planning and implementation horizon without 
causing undesirable results. 

 

 
 



   
ÅMeans one or more of the following:  

 

ÅSignificant and unreasonable reduction of 
groundwater storage or chronic lowering of 
groundwater levels. 

 

ÅSignificant and unreasonable degraded water quality, 
including the migration of contaminant plumes that 
impair water supplies. 

 

ÅSignificant and unreasonable land subsidence that 
substantially interferes with surface land uses. 

 

ÅSurface water depletions that have significant and 
unreasonable adverse impacts on beneficial uses of 
the surface water. 

 

 

Undesirable Result  



Sustainable Groundwater 

Management Act  
Å The legislation allows multiple agencies to operate within a single or 

multiple groundwater basins. 

 

Å The legislation imposes timeline on adoption of such plans: 

 

ïBasins designated as ñcriticallyò overdrafted by DWR in Bulletin 

118 must have plans in place by January 31, 2020. 

 

ïBasins ñnot criticallyò overdrafted, but designated by DWR as 

high or medium priority basins must have plans in place January 

31, 2022. 
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ÅState Intervention. The State will have the ability 
to step in if a basin is not being properly 
administered: 

ïno local agency is willing to serve as a GSA; 

ïthe GSA does not complete a GSP; 

ïthe GSP is found to be inadequate; or 

ïthe GSP does not achieve its goals. 

ÅState intervention.  Restricted to only those areas 
of a basin that are not being properly managed. 

 

Sustainable Groundwater 

Management  





 

Turlock Groundwater Basin  
 

TGBA Public Outreach Workshop  

 

October 29, 2015  

 

 

 

 



Groundwater in California 

Turlock Subbasin 

Map modified version of a Department of Water Resources figure from Bulletin 118 

Figure courtesy of The Groundwater Foundation 

 

 

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/04/Aquifer_en.svg


Turlock Subbasin Boundaries & Local Agencies 

TID 
Eastside WD 

Foothill 

Area 

Ballico-

Cortez 

WD 

Å Bounded by local rivers and the Sierra Nevada Foothills 

Å Occupies portions of Stanislaus and Merced Counties 


